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The South Carolina Firefighter Mobilization Oversight Committee is 
made up of eleven senior emergency services professionals from 
around the state. The committee was formed by Statue 23-49, The 
Firefighter Mobilization Act of 2000.  It was designed to create an 
intrastate mutual aid system for response to emergency events that 
exceed a local jurisdiction’s capability. Additionally, this system also 
allows for an interstate response to assist neighboring states.  



From the Chairman, Michael Platt 
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SC Firefighter Mobilization Plan Implemented  
On January 6, 2005, one of the worst train disasters in our nation occurred in Aiken County.  A train 
pulling numerous chemical cars derailed in the little town of Graniteville rupturing a car carrying chlo-
rine.  Chlorine gas quickly overcame and killed 9 people that day and injured scores of others. 

Approximately 6 hours after the accident came the first call for activation of the SC Firefighter Mobiliza-
tion Plan.  This plan, designed to assist local communities in and close to SC with fire service re-
sources, was snapped into action for the first time ever.  Immediately ESF 4 and 9 were activated at 
the State Fire Marshal’s office and coordination activities began across the state to begin mobilizing 
resources to respond to Aiken County.  SC Firefighter Mobilization Committee members were immedi-
ately tasked to the area to provide enhanced coordination for the State Fire Marshal and to liaison with 
the incident commander on scene for the effective utilization of the incoming resources. 

Within a few hours, hazardous material response teams from across the state descended into Aiken 
County to begin the process of rescue and recovery.  Additionally, senior fire officers from around the 
state also were mobilized to aid the unified command center with expert emergency management skills 
and advise.  In the closing days of the incident, fire suppression assets were mobilized to assist local 
fire service resources in providing fire protection for their towns and county so local crews could rest 
and help their families recover from this disaster.   This incident proved that the SC Firefighter Mobiliza-
tion Plan is indeed a benefit to the citizens of South Carolina and their local communities. 

Graniteville, SC Chlorine Accident 

This past year has been marked with several firsts for Firefighter Mobilization (FFM). First 
was our involvement in Graniteville in January, and then the Urban Search and Rescue 
(US&R) deployments to Chesterfield, and Louisiana (for support of Katrina).  Also the FFM 
saw its first full-time employee and a replacement for our part-time employee. Yes, there 
were many first this past year. 
 
The first real test of the FFM system came in January 2005 with the train derailment in 
Graniteville.  FFM, once it was activated, put together haz-mat, firefighting, incident com-
mand, and reentry teams from around the state.  These teams participated in the incident 
for over fourteen days.  FFM was also consulted and prepared to stand up for two possible 
hurricanes that threatened our coast. 
 
The US&R team was requested and sent the K-9 package to Chesterfield to search for a 
missing person. Then, the US&R team deployed to Louisiana in support of the hurricane 
Katrina event and was gone for seven days. The team learned a lot during that time about 
its capabilities and short comings. The US&R team also participated in several full-scale ex-
ercises. 
 
The FFM Committee was awarded a grant for a full-time planner during this year. That plan-
ner was hired and started work in June. His major goal was to contact non-participating fire 
departments and either work with them on joining the rolls of FFM or find out why they did 
not want to. The number of departments and personnel have greatly increased in the last 
nine months. The planner has also been involved on other projects for the FFM Committee 
and is a regular member at state exercises representing FFM. 
 
The FFM Committee has been busy this last year, and our plate looks just as full for next 
year.  A regular funding stream for the US&R team is a major hurdle currently and a problem 
we have to find a solution for. The citizens of SC deserve the best we can give them in times 
of emergency.  This US&R team is the BEST and needs our support.  My crystal ball has 
never worked so I do not know what the next year will bring, but I do know as an insider to 
emergency services, we will always step up to the plate and get the job done.  

First responder operating at acci-
dent site 

Downwind effects of the train  
accident 



Hurricane Katrina, a Class 5 hurricane, impacted the states of Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana in the early morning hours of August 29, 2005.  Immediately, the affected states 
were reported as being in dire straits as a worst-case scenario of great numbers of victims 
and fatalities were experienced, especially in the greater New Orleans vicinity.  Multiple re-
quests for assistance were issued with a less-than-desired response from Federal assets. 
 
The SCERTF duty officer was notified at 8:00 PM on September 4, 2005, for a NIMS-
compliant “Type II” urban search and rescue task force (TF) with water access capability to 
respond to Slidell, LA.  As a result of that request, the State of South Carolina activated and 
deployed to the region to provide assistance. 
 
SC-TF1 sent 40 US&R personnel with search/rescue equipment and support. This asset was 
supported by 22 Greenville County (SC) personnel with HAZMAT/water rescue capabilities 
and two State Law Enforcement Division officers for force protection. 
 
During operations at St. Tammany Parish, SC-TF1 assisted “Oak Harbor” Area Command in 
searching several affected areas, noting significant damage throughout the community.  TF 
members interacted positively with local civilians, located surviving and deceased victims of 
the disaster, worked to provide relief for stray animals, and provided assistance in command 
and control for the local AHJ. 
 
During operations at St. Bernard Parish, SC-TF1 assisted the parish fire department in the 
“Chalmette Search and Rescue” Branch Operations in developing an incident management 
system to improve command and control capabilities, searching affected areas, again noting 
significant damage throughout the community.  TF members continued to interact with local 
civilians, and rescued at least one victim who had been seeking refuge in a church since the 
incident and was believed to have been dead; she was suffering from exposure and dehydra-
tion.  TF members also found other surviving and deceased victims of the incident, which 
were reported to the AHJ as requested. 
 
SC-TF1 worked with local, state, and nationally deployed agencies to provide relief to the 
affected areas with great success.  We believe our interaction reflected positively on the 
communities involved and brought a great deal of appreciation from the victims to the State 
of South Carolina’s citizens for allowing our participation.  

The Firefighter Mobilization Committee has appointed regional coordinators to manage regional mobilization responses and 
to assist in information gathering.  The seven regions, which are the same as the Fire Academy’s regions, report to the state 
coordinator.  These personnel serve with no compensation.  The seven regional coordinators are as follows: 
 
Region 1 – Jack Abraham, Chief, Anderson City FD 
Region 2 – Skip Hannon, Training Officer, Winnsboro DPS 
Region 3 – Chuck Black, Bennettsville FD 
Region 4 – John Baker, South Lynches FD 
Region 5 – Rick Dangerfield, Safety Director, Naval Weapons Station 
Region 6 – Mark Visco, Aiken County FD 
Region 7 – Greg Lindley, Chief, Ware Shoals FD 
 
During Firefighter Mobilization Plan activation, these coordinators can be called on to contact fire departments in their region 
about providing assistance and resources.  They also may be deployed to the incident scene to serve as the mobilization 
“staging officer” and point of contact for all incoming resources tasked by Firefighter Mobilization. Please make it a point to 
get to know your regional coordinator.  You may hear from them sooner than you would expect!   

SC Task Force 1 Deploys 

Regional Coordinators Make the Difference 

Members responding to support 
Hurricane Katrina recovery opera-
tions. 
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SC-TF1 tent city for Hurricane 
Katrina operations in  Louisiana 



141 Monticello Trail 
Columbia, SC 29203 

Phone: 803-896-9800 
Fax: 803-896-9806 
Email: popej@llr.sc.gov 

SC Firefighter Mobilization Oversight Committee 

Chairman- Michael Platt (State Fire Marshal)  
Vice Chairman- Ron Osborne (SC Emergency Management)  
John Angil II (Emergency Management Association)  
Jim Bowie (SC Firefighter’s Association) 
Chief Tony Hendrick (Conway FD)  
Chief Phill Jolley (Pelham-Batesville FD)  
Chief Bruce Kline (Lady’s Island-St Helena FD)  
Chief Tommy McDowell (City of Greenville FD)  
Chief Karl Ristow, Jr. (St. John's FD)  
Bob Showalter (SC Department of Forestry)  
Chief Wendell Wilburn (Beaufort)  
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In addition to South Carolina Task Force One, the South Carolina Firefighter Mobilization Committee has at its disposal four “regional re-
sponse teams” to help meet urban search and rescue needs in the state in the case of a smaller, more regionalized disaster.  These 
teams were partially equipped through grant funds and can be deployed through the State Mutual Aid Agreement to emergencies like tor-
nadoes and wind storms, smaller building collapses, or other rescue emergencies. 
 
Regional Response Team 1 is located in the Greenville Fire Department, Team 2 is based with the Myrtle Beach Fire Department, Team 3 
is at the Charleston Fire Department, and Team 4 is located at the Hilton Head Fire Department. 
 
These regional response teams have signed agreements to respond a standardized equipment cache, apparatus, and at least 12 person-
nel if called for assistance by Firefighter Mobilization through the State Emergency Operations Plan.  With the equipment the teams carry 
and the expected training requirements, these teams are classified under the 2005 FEMA Typed Resource Definitions as a “Type II Col-
lapse Rescue Team”, whereas SC-TF1 is a “Type I Urban Search and Rescue Task Force”. 

Four Type-2 Urban Search and Rescue Teams in South Carolina 

Mobilizing South Carolina's Fire Service 

SC-TF1 operating in St .Bernard Parish, LA 

Looking Ahead in 2006 
• Seek funding source for SC Task Force 1 
• Update and publish SC Firefighter Mobilization Plan 
• Establish a full-time position for the director of the US&R Task Force 
• Continue efforts to input resources into the mobilization database 
• Research for the development of a regional Hazmat response capability 

South Carolina US&R Statistics 
SC-TF1 158 members 19,190 hours training 23,656 hours volunteered 

SC-RRT 1 24 members Greenville FD  

SC-RRT 2 40 members Myrtle Beach FD  

SC-RRT 3 15 members Charleston FD  

SC-RRT 4 43 members Hilton Head FD  

Firefighter Mobilization currently has 170 registered depart-
ments and 2,985 registered firefighters.  If you have questions 
about registering, please contact us today! 
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